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Background

Surgery Is the primary treatment in ovarian cancer and supplemented by chemotherapy. CP intravenously
(Carboplatin combine with Paclitaxel ) is the first regimen. Neurotoxic drugs are widely used, caused peripheral
neuropathy. Peripheral limb numbness, burning and tingling are major signs, even affected balance to falls, moreover, it
Interfered with patient’s emotions, sleep, mobility and life quality.

Purpose/ Methods

This study aimed to realize the peripheral neuropathy as the chemotherapy side effects in ovarian cancer patients.
This prospective longitudinal design has purposive samplings from the ovarian cancer patients who had chemotherapy
from a medical center in southern Taiwan. The study samples are 129, six chemotherapy courses were collected. From
Day 1 to Day 10 of every chemotherapy course, the situations of peripheral neuropathy were recorded daily such as
extremity numbness and pain.

Results

CP intravenously treatment is the major regimen (50.4%), followed by CLD (Carboplatin +Liposomal Doxorubicin)
regimen (20.9%). extremity numbness and pain incidence Is 65.3%, the peak occurred In the third course and continued
until the sixth course of treatment. In the 10 observation days, the limb pain incidence increased from 5 days in the first
course to 7-8 days In the sixth course, which increased significantly by therapy course. The incidence of CIPN from
chemotherapy was in order of CP> CLD.
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chemotherapy. It also affects patients’ mobility and life
quality; therefore the medical staff should assess side
effects duly in order to adjustment drug doses.

Abbreviations : CP, Carboplatin / Paclitaxel ; CLD, Carboplatin / Liposomal Doxorubicin ;
CT, Carboplatin / Topotecan
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