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Initial situation and targets - Climate & Health

e "Climate change is the biggest health threat of the 21st century” -
The 2021 Report of the Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change: Code

Red for a Health Future (Romanello et al. 2021)

e The carbon footprint of the healthcare sector is around 7% of the national
footprint (Weisz et al. 2020)

e Consequential costs of the climate crisis are highest in the health sector
(Steininger et al. 2020)

e There is a lack of expertise and information on the subject of climate neutrality
in healthcare facilities (Mezger et al. 2021)

e Sustainable Development Goals & Planetary Health, The Paris Agreement,
Austrian government program 2020-2024
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Health effects of climate action

Sector of mitigation
policy scenario

Health exposures

Air co-pollutants

(e.g transition to renewa
sources)

Energy production \\
)

Transportation

Health effects

(e.g. PM2.5, NOx, SOx, Ozone

(e.g. transition from cars to
biking)

Food Systems
(e.g. regenerative soil
g. reg -

ransportation accidents
e.g. motor vehicle accidents

management, reduced meat
consumption and livestock
production)

Built environment
(e.g. energy efficient / green

althier diets and improve
nutrition (e.g. decreased meat
consumption)

ncreased physical activit
(e.g. increased Metabolic

buildings, urban green
spaces)

(Hess et. al, 2020)

Equivalent of Task hours per
week)

» (lung cancer; COPD; asthma
exacerbation)

Effects on cardiovascular
disease
Effects on metabolic
syndrome
Effects on unintentional
injury

/{Fects on pulmonary diseas
N
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Projects - Greening the healthcare sector

Project ‘Climate friendly healthcare facilities*

Aim: In the project, healthcare facilities are supported in developing into climate-friendly facilities thus also making an

t important contribution to health promotion and health protection. To this end, a consulting service was developed that
provides the necessary expertise, information and concrete support from a single source.

Climate Manager Training

O @ Aim: The training contributes to the development of capacities and knowledge, which encourages the participants to

support healthcare facilities on their path to climate neutrality, to reduce their consumption of resources and energy and to
create a climate friendly and health-promoting environment for employees and patients.

\ J

Strategy for a Climate Neutral Healthcare System A

Aim: The strategy aims to address health services to reduce their emissions and optimise their efficiency and environmental
performance, in order to significantly promote the transformation to climate neutrality on a broad basis.
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Project “Climate-Friendly Healthcare Facilities” | g9

d

Aims:

Providing the necessary expertise, guidance and support to develop a carbon-neutral
healthcare facility from one single source

Reduction of costs and consequential costs for the healthcare facility and healthcare system
as well as for society

Holistic anchoring of climate protection in the organization
Health promotion and health protection

Climate neutrality of healthcare

Strengthening secure services and resilience

Target groups:

hospitals and rehabilitation centres, retirement homes, nursing facilities, day clinics, primary care
units, doctor's offices, pharmacies

Capacity:
Pilot project 2022: 123 healthcare facilities
Follow-up project 2023: 200 healthcare facilities

77 hospitals are taking part in the project!
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Project Phases

Phase 1: Document and data analysis
climate action plan with concrete goals and

measures

Phase 2: Implementation of measures and

support by consultants

Phase 3: Evaluation of climate action plan and
further development
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Addressed Fields of Action

Buildings Mobility & Transport

Sustainable
Procurement

Greenspaces

Food System

Resource & Waste Awareness Raising &
Management Communication
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Benefit structure

e Reduction of energy and resource consumption

— Contribution to cost reduction

e Reduction of CO2 emissions
— Contribution to mitigating the climate crisis
— Reduction of economic consequential costs

e Creation of a well-founded basis for the holistic integration of climate protection in healthcare facilities
e Creation of a climate-friendly and health-promoting environment for employees and patients

e Strengthening the image of the healthcare facility

e Increasing attractiveness as an employer - employer branding

e Strengthening the resilience and security of supply

e Results of the evaluation are the basis for further developments and recommendations as well as the
derivation of political recommendations for action
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NEW: 350 Millions Euros for Energy Efficiency i
in Healthcare Facilities /

Building on the results the project “Climate friendly Healthcare Facilities” of the Competence
Centre Climate and Health, the Ministry of Climate Protection (BMK) has developed two new
funding schemes together with the Ministry of Health (BMSGPK) and the Competence Centre
Climate and Health of Gesundheit Osterreich GmbH (GOG).

The aim is to raise energy efficiency potentials!
Target group:
» Hospitals and rehabilitation clinics

e Retirement homes and nursery facilities

The Ministry of Climate Protection has currently reserved up to 350 million euros in

funding climate protection until 2030!
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Climate Manager Training
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Climate Manager Training

Goals

— Creation of a training course on climate protection, climate change adaptation,
climate change and health promotion

— Sustainable integration and anchoring of climate protection in healthcare facilities and
strengthening of resilience

Target Group

— Employees of healthcare facilities (hospitals, retirements homes and nursing facilities)
participating in the project “climate-friendly healthcare facilities”.

Duration and type

€]
— September 2023 - December 2023 V

Lehrgang
— online learning and presence
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Climate Manager Training - Modules

Basic Modules

Module 1: Module 2: Module 3:

Climate protection, Climate

Climate and Health change adaptation and Clihnatiaﬁrotectio_nand
Climate resilience ealth promotion

(5 (4 (5

Module 4 Module 5: Module 6:

Energy, Buildings, Green Food, Waste and Resource Pharmaceuticals, Medical
spaces, Mobilityand managememt devices, Procurementand

Transport Supply chains

Specialty Modules

Module 7: Module 8: Module 9: Module 10:

Data as a basis and Project- and process

Communication, Public Funding for climate
management

relations and Networks protection measures

Project presentation
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Strategy for a Climate Neutral Healthcare i
System
y 7’

Goal

— The strategy aims to tackle health services and to reduce their emissions, optimize their
efficiency and environmental performance, in order to significantly promote the transformation to
climate neutrality on a broad basis.

— Analysis and definition of the framework conditions, fields of action and options for action for
the structural anchoring of climate protection in the health care sector

Outlook

— Enquete “Strategy for a Climate Neutral Healthcare System” on 24t of October, 2023
— Presentation of the document Strategy for a Climate Neutral Healthcare System
— Johannes Rauch, Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection

— Leonore Gewessler, Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and
Technology
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Strategy for a Climate Neutral Healthcare l o .}
System - Action Fields “y

Energy, Buildings &
Green spaces

Pharmaceuticals and

: : Waste und Resources
medical devices

Mobility und Transport
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Strategy for a Climate Neutral Healthcare

System - Framework Conditions
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What is necessary and what do we have to do? | g9

e Awareness among stakeholders
e Suitable framework

e Knowledge about how to make the health sector green and
sustainable
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Thank you for your attention! ?

Ruperta Lichtenecker, Ph.D.
Head of Department
Competence Center Climate and Health

Team

Felix Durstmiiller, MSc

DI Claudia Lichtblau

Sejla Mehic, MSc

DI Karin Schanes, Ph.D.
Mag. Michaela Truppe
Kristof Veitschegger, Ph.D.

Gesundheit Osterreich GmbH
Stubenring 6

1010 Wien

T: 443 676 848 191 - 458
ruperta.lichtenecker@goeg.at
www.goeg.at

"= Federal Ministry

Republic of Austria Gesundheit Osterreich

Social Affairs, Health, Care
! ’ L
and Consumer Protection GmbH



List of references

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2020): Climate effects on Health, in: National Centre for
Environmental Health, https://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/effects/default.htm

Hess, J. J., Ranadive, N., Boyer, C., Aleksandrowicz, L., Anenberg, S. C., Aunan, K., ... & Ebi, K. L. (2020).
Guidelines for modeling and reporting health effects of climate change mitigation actions. Environmental
Health Perspectives, 128(11), 115001.

Mezger, Nikolaus Christian Simon; Thone, Marlene; Wellstein, Inga; Schneider, Frederick; Litke, Nicola;
Fihrer, Amand Gabriel; Clar, Christine; Kantelhardt, Eva Johanna (2021): Klimaschutz in der Praxis-Status
qguo, Bereitschaft und Herausforderungen in der ambulanten Versorgung. In: Zeitschrift flir Evidenz,
Fortbildung und Qualitat im Gesundheitswesen 166/:44-54

Pichler, Peter-Paul; Jaccard, Ingram S; Weisz, Ulli; Weisz, Helga (2019): International comparison of health
care carbon footprints. In: Environmental research letters 14/6:064004

Romanello, M et al. (2021): The 2021 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and climate change: code
red for a healthy future. In: Lancet 398/10311:1619-1662

Steininger, Karl W; Bednar-Friedl, Birgit; Knittel, Nina; Kirchengast, Gottfried; Nabernegg, Stefan; Williges,
Keith; Mestel, Roland; Hutter, Hans-Peter; Kenner, Lukas (2020): Klimapolitik in Osterreich:
Innovationschance Coronakrise und die Kosten des Nicht-Handelns. Wegener Center Research Briefs. Klima-
und Energiefonds, Wien

Weisz, U.; Pichler, P.; Jaccard, I.S.; Haas, W.; Matej, S.; Bachner, F.; Nowak, P.; Weisz, H. (2020): Carbon
emission trends and sustainability options in Austrian health care. In: Resources, Conservation and Recycling

160/:104862 = Roaebic of Aukria Gesundheit Osterreich

Social Affairs, Health, Care
and Consumer Protection GmbH


https://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/effects/default.htm

	Folie 1:              Greening the Healthcare Sector Essentials and Tools for Climate-friendly and Health-promoting Healthcare Facilities in Austria  
	Folie 2: Initial situation and targets - Climate & Health
	Folie 3: Health effects of climate action
	Folie 4: Projects - Greening the healthcare sector
	Folie 5: Project “Climate-Friendly Healthcare Facilities”
	Folie 6: Project Phases 
	Folie 7: Addressed Fields of Action
	Folie 8: Benefit structure 
	Folie 9: NEW: 350 Millions Euros for Energy Efficiency  in Healthcare Facilities
	Folie 10: Climate Manager Training 
	Folie 11: Climate Manager Training 
	Folie 12: Climate Manager Training - Modules
	Folie 13: Strategy for a Climate Neutral Healthcare System
	Folie 14: Strategy for a Climate Neutral Healthcare System – Action Fields
	Folie 15: Strategy for a Climate Neutral Healthcare System – Framework Conditions
	Folie 16: What is necessary and what do we have to do?
	Folie 17: Climate protection is health protection
	Folie 18: Thank you for your attention!
	Folie 19: List of references

